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* Whatever ls rightly done, however humble, is noble. — Royce, 1924. 


SGI 


e! Goes 


<oren’s Masterpiece 


Silver Dawn 


1951 Posillipo Blue with Champagne Hide, 228,000mls. WED307 
Silver Shadow 
1972 Silver Chalice Coachwork with Dark Blue Hide. LBD777 
Silver Shadow IT 
1978 Caribbean Blue with Beige Hide, 93,000kms. QKP316 
Silver Spirit 
1981 Ocean Blue Coachwork with Slate Hide, 76,500km PPS496 


1982 Ocean Blue Coachwork with Light Blue Hide, 34,600km PZY831 
1984 Royal Blue Coachwork with Dark Blue Hide, 163,000kms. AGYI5F 


1986 Deep Ocean Coachwork with Beige Hide, 159,000kms. AFN38P 
Silver Spirit IT 

1992 Diamond Blue Silver Coachwork with Slate Hide, 55,600kms. 257(NT) 
Silver Spur IT 


1995 Silica Coachwork with Mushroom Hide, 119,000kms. RR1020(NT) 


Silver Seraph 
1999 Fountain Blue Coachwork with Cotswold Hide, 2,000kms. RR77(NT) 
1999 Royal Blue Coachwork with Barley Hide, 2,000kms. RR3309(NT) 
1999 Black Emerald Coachwork with Cotswold Hide, 500kms. RR888(NT) 


We also have a selection of Bentley motor cars. 
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210 Kings Way, South Melbourne VIC 3025 46 Neild Avenue, Rushcutters Bay NSW 2011 21-29 West Terrace, Adelaide SA 5000 
Telephone: +61 3 9696 0888 LMCT 8654 Telephone: +61 2 9380 8188 Licence MD 16965 Telephone: +61 8 8212 1000 LMVD 105386 
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‘Lost’ 20/25 ‘Found’ 
Allan Simpson discovered a long lost 20/25 
in a Surfers Paradise nightclub! 


Your Car, sir 
Tom Clarke continues our Glimpses into the 
Past series, on the U.K. Rolls-Royce hire trade 


Continental Cruiser 
Peter Graham discusses the design short- 
comings and restoration of his Continental S2 


I still call QE2 home 
Bryan Inder and Marienne Vawser write 
about the recent New Zealand cruise on QE2 
enjoyed by several Club members 


Body Building at James Young 
Jack Triplett looks at coachbuilding at James 
Young Ltd in the early post-war period 


Who was first? 
Ian Irwin believes he has cracked the 
question of which pre-war Rolls-Royce was 
the first to be restored in Australia 


Have you visited your 
CLUB INTERNET WEBSITE? 


http://www.trroc.org.au 


Front Cover Photo: 


BC86BY is a 1961 Bentley Continental S2 with drophead coupé coachwork by Park Ward 
to Vilhelm Koren’s famous design. Following a total rebuild by the redoubtable Roger Fry, 
it won Best Bentley, Best Restoration and Outright Winner at the recent Western Australia 
Branch Concours d'Elegance. In this issue proud owner Peter Graham discusses its 
considerable attributes and how it was brought back from its previous less satisfactory 
state to its present spectacular condition. Photo by Peter Whyte (W.A.). 
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PRAECLARUM 1-00 dateline 


Please ignore the January daiteline on 
the front cover of your last issue of 
PRAECLARUM. We do not have, and have 
never had, a January issue, but somebody 
at our printers saw fit to alter our front cover 
date to January. The February dateline on 
the Contents page is correct for issue 1-00. 


2004 celebrations 


Reams of information have arrived on 
the Editor's desk dealing with the various 
events planned around the world in 2004 for 
the centenary of the meeting of C.S. Rolls 
and F.H. Royce. The 2004 Rolls-Royce 
Centennial Planning Committee has now 
ratified the events programme and requests 
that the Clubs assist in promoting these 
once in a lifetime events. 

Members are particularly asked to give 
urgent consideration to the planned 
Australia-India-Europe Tour that will com- 
mence immediately after the 2004 Federal 
Rally in Lorne, Victoria. For this Tour to go 
ahead, at least 25 of our members will need 
to pay deposits of $1,000 by December 
30th this year. 

For full details of this or any aspect of the 
2004 programme, please contact Robin 
Hickman on 03-9872-3233. 


Best of the best? 

There has long been a school of thought 
in our movement that the Phantom Ill is the 
best Rolls-Royce (and therefore the best 
car) ever made. 


FROM the EDITOR 


Steve Stuckey (A.C.T.), our Plll expert, 
has reported a statistic that helps render 
this viewpoint rather more difficult to dis- 
prove: that is, that only 87 of the 727 
Phantom Ills built (including the ten Experi- 
mental cars) are now thought to have not 
survived. 640 survivors can be positively 
accounted for, which translates to a prod- 
igious 88.5% survival rate. Indeed, it could 
be higher, because from time to time Pills 
continue to turn up relatively unscathed to 
prove that reports of their scrapping were 
exaggerated. 

For my own part, all | know for certain is 


A veritable opus in burr walnut in the rear compartment of WME18. In the 1950s and ’60s this 


i 


superb Silver Wraith was the daily transport of Dame Joan Hammond when living near Geelong. 


PRAZECLARVM 


This extraordinarily handsome 1951 Silver Wraith touring limousine by James Young (WME18, 

has been the pride and joy of Honorary Life Member Matt Smith (W.A.) for many years. At the 
1985 Federal Rally in Western Australia it became the first post-war car ever to be awarded 
Overall Winner of the Federal Concours. See Body Building at James Young in this issue. 


that there is nothing else quite like driving 
behind Rolls-Royce’s only V-12 engine. 


Split of the marques averted? 


Just as our last issue wentto press came 
news of a possible takeover of BMW by 
either Ford or VW. A takeover by VW would 
blunt one edge of the double-edged sword 
hanging over the Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
marques since 1998. Thatis, the splitting of 
the marques between separate German 
owners under the terms of the infamous 
1998 agreement (that threatens to sever 
the Rolls-Royce marque from its heritage, 
provenance and traditional place of manu- 
facture) would thereby be averted. A take- 
over by Ford might have the same effect, 
because reports now to hand suggest that 
Ford will pass the rights to the Rolls-Royce 
marque back to VW in return for the latter 
standing aside from buying BMW. 

Either of these possibilities might spell 


Opposite page: This advertisement, from the 
1949 edition of Country Life Annual, harks 
back to a time when Rolls-Royce Ltd was still 
a single company that regarded the achieve- 
ments of its aero engine and car divisions with 
equal pride. Nowadays, at least the aero 
engine side of the business (now called Rolls- 
Royce Pic) is still British and still ‘supreme in 
the air’. The car is WZB3, a Silver Wraith with 
H.d. Mulliner sedanca de ville coachwork built 
for Princess Nina Mdivani. The Company was 
evidently rather proud of it, as it appeared in 
several advertisements of the period. 
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OBITUARY 
Ian Dodd 


Members will be saddened to hear of the passing in February 
of Victoria Branch member Ian Dodd, whose Club membership 
dates from the first decade of its existence. 

Ian’s love of Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars manifested itself 


over the years in ownership of a large number and wide variety 
of models, from an early 20 h.p. (GH32) through the Bentley 
R-type Continental (BC12A) seen in our last issue, to his latest 
pride and joy, the Bentley Brooklands (BEP46254) which he 
was fortunate enough to have bought new in 1993. 


Branch. He contributed to the Club’s wellbeing in numerous 
practical ways, too, such as assisting with Victoria Branch 
hosted Federal Rallies. He was Victoria Branch President in 
1981 and Assistant Federal Secretary soon after, while his 
regular contributions to the Victoria Branch Newsletter were 
always keenly appreciated. 

Tan had been valiantly fighting Parkinson’s Disease for some 
years, eventually having to forego the pleasure of driving his 
Bentley Brooklands. A kindly, good-natured man and a great 


Ian was a consistently active member, rarely missing Federal 
Rallies or the regular events and functions of the Victoria 


the end of the BMW engine in the Silver 
Seraph — a factor clearly holding back 
sales of that model. The engineering 
changes that will allow the Rolls-Royce V-8 
to go into the Seraph have already been 
carried out (for its Bentley counterpart the 
Arnage) so if BMW is sold, my feeling is that 
announcement of the Silver Seraph II could 
follow. That would at least allow a promising 
model to achieve more of its potential. 

If a sale of BMW secures the marques 
under one roof a step in the right direction 
will have been taken. Some say that its 
restoration to British ownership is not poss- 
ible, but | remain more optimistic. After all, 
only a few years ago we would have dis- 
missed German ownership as impossible, 
as did the Company itself. 

If you’re sceptical, consider this: Rover 
is another British car maker that was sold 
to a German company, in this instance 
BMW. This acquisition has been wholly un- 
successful, having yet to return a penny on 
the investment. Companies like BMW 
quickly tire of such situations, and it has now 
been announced that Rover Cars Ltd is to 
be sold to a U.K. venture capitalist group, 
Alchemy Partners. Coincidentally, one of 
the partners in this firm is Kevin Morley, a 
former Rover marketing director and mem- 
ber of the Rolls-Royce Action Committee 
(which you will recall was set up to try to 
keep Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd in British 
ownership). This must be the first instance 
of a relatively small car maker, having been 
swallowed up by a bigger one, returning to 
independent ownership, thus bucking the 
world trend. 

Even if BMW keeps its own independ- 
ence, it will soon tire of building its “Rolls- 
Royce” cars, probably for the same reason. 


The Corniche was built where ? 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley Motor Cars 
Ltd, in its publicity material, is still claiming 
that the Corniche was “built for more than a 
quarter of a century at Crewe”. In fact, of 
course, the Corniche was essentially a 
product of the Mulliner Park Ward London 
coachbuilding division. 

The Hythe Road works of Mulliner Park 
Ward was closed in August 1994, in what 
was Clearly a reaction to the early 1990s 
recession which saw Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor car production fall from a 
high point of 3,274 cars in 1990 to less than 
half that figure the following year. The 540 
employees of Mulliner Park Ward were not 
the only loyal servants of the Company to 
lose their jobs in London around that time. 
As well as shutting down MPW, the then 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd closed its 


enthusiast, he will be much missed. 


Martin Bennett 


School Road Service Centre and even 
abandoned the historic and famous Conduit 
Street showroom, thus evacuating London 
entirely. 
twas only for avery shorttime, following 
the closure of Mulliner Park Ward, that the 
Corniche was built at Crewe, and then only 
insmall numbers on a made-to-order basis. 
Mulliner Park Ward was an amalgam of 
the two famous coachbuilding concerns 
Park Ward & Co. and H.J. Mulliner & Co., 
which were acquired by Rolls-Royce Ltd in 
1939 and 1959 respectively. Nowadays, 
Crewe exploits the two names in various 
ways, but seems to have quite forgotten the 
réle of its former London coachbuilding 
division in building one of the most success- 
ful cars in the history of the Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley marques. 
Martin Bennett 


A V-screen limousine London hire car, probably a fairly late Silver Ghost, for which Harry 
Westwood had obtained price details with the view to keeping an eye on prices charged by his 


=> 
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competitors in the Rolls-Royce hire car business. See Your car, sir, page 3516. 
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FROM the FEDERAL PRESIDENT 
Judging tance travel to Federal and other Rallies, | successors’ product. 


A thought that crossed my mind in 
preparing for the recent Victoria Branch 
Concours and which was reinforced by the 
Judges, was that the Company was 
originally an engineering firm which prided 
itself in excellence in design and manufac- 
turing of splendid chassis. Only from after 
World War II was body building incor- 
porated in the then new factory at Crewe, 


supplemented by the specialist coach-’ 


builders until more recently. 

Whilst the Company's standard bodies 
were always of a very high standard and 
progressed to a stage where those of the 
late model! cars are hard to fault for appear- 
ance, comfort and ergonomics, the em- 
phasis in judging is predominantly on 
chassis, especially in the pre-war cars. |am 
delighted to see a similarity in Australian 
judging with that which we experienced in 
the U.K. last June. 

Whilst coachwork is subject to consider- 
able wear and tear in undertaking long dis- 


the consideration given by judges to 
everyday driving of the more modern cars 
is heartening to see. Concentration upon 
the chassis, its condition and originality is 
an essential part of judging, especially in 
older cars. It is clear that Australian judges 
are as dedicated to this principle as their 
overseas colleagues. 

Judging is perhaps one of those areas 
typically taken for granted. In offering his 
time to attend briefing sessions, doing the 
job itself and then assisting chief judge in 
deliberations, a judge gives up quality time 
with family and friends at Branch and 
Federal Concours. He is occasionally less 
knowledgable of the model being judged 
but is always polite and considerate of the 
owner who is often in a state after months 
and sometimes years of preparation. 

My thoughts go to the judges and | 
applaud their diligence and generosity of 
time in applying their minds to the principles 
of Sir Henry Royce in judging his and his 


Vale 


It is with deep regret that the last month 
has seen the passing of three members of 
the Victoria Branch in lan Dodd, Harold 
Paynting and Robert Shannon. 

| am sure all members join me in mourn- 
ing the passing of three very significant 
members of our Club and extending our 
sympathies to the friends and families sad- 
dened by their passing. 


Federal Rally 


We depart next week in convoy with 
Theo Nelson, President of the Victoria 
Branch, to join members from New South 
Wales and South Australia, on our Over- 
lander tour to Surfers Paradise. We look 
forward to renewing old friendships and 
making new associations at the forthcom- 
ing Federal Rally. 

Happy motoring, 
George Forbes 


‘Lost’ 20/25 ‘Found’ 


While attending a professional conference at Surfers 
Paradise in October last year, staying at the Sheraton Mirage 
Hotel, Allan & Beverley Simpson (N.S.W.) were intrigued by 
the name of the Hotel's nightclub — ‘Rolls’. Their curiosity 
was heightened when they saw the inside of the nightclub 
while watching an in-house video of the hotel's facilities, and 
glimpsed what appeared to be a Rolls-Royce car. 

On the morning of their departure the Simpsons found the 
normally locked door to the Rolls Nightclub open, so seizing 
the opportunity they entered and there, next to the dance 
floor in the dimly lit room, stood a Rolls-Royce motor car, still 
looking reasonably resplendent in its blue and black livery 
and complete with twin side-mount spare wheels. Unfor- 
tunately, the Spirit of Ecstasy had been broken off. 

A closer inspection of the car showed that the fabric centre 
section of the roof had been removed and although the facia, 
together with its instruments, was intact, the steering wheel 
and column had been removed to allow the front seat to be 
turned 180 degrees. A small table had been installed between 
the now rearward-facing front seat and the rear seat. 

Initially believing the car to be just a shell, when he lifted 
one side of the bonnet Allan was astonished to find that the 
engine was not only intact, but also very clean. 

With the aid of a small torch the chassis plate on the 
firewall was located, enabling the car to be identified as 
GAE74, a 1934 20/25. 

After arriving home, Allan consulted the superb tome 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley in the Sunburnt Country by Tom 
Clarke and David Neely in which details of the car, as well as 


a photograph, were found on page 221. There, the car is 
identified as having limousine coachwork by Park Ward, 
design number 3974. Nothing was known of the car since the 
1970s when it was owned by Dr Richard Lindsay of 
Coonabarabran, N.S.W., with the N.S.W. registration 
number DWP-557. An earlier owner had been Victoria 
Branch stalwart Ian Dodd, whose Obituary appears on the 
opposite page. 
What an amazing place for a fine old car to end up — in 
the Rolls Nightclub at Surfers Paradise! 
Martin Bennett 


GAE74 atan early R.R.O.C. Federal Rally. Photo courtesy of Stan Nash, 
from Rolls-Royce and Bentley in the Sunburnt Country. 
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GLIMPSES into the PAST—8 


Harry Wes 
his 1921 Silver Ghost 52UE. 


Your Car, Sir 


By Tom Clarke (U.K.) 


Every sizable town in Britain before 
the War had motor hire businesses 
offering Rolls-Royce limousines. Tak- 
ing advantage of cheap Edwardian or 
early twenties chassis, which could be 
modernised by rebodying these busi- 
nesses were able to turn out smart cars 
suitable for private hire, tours, wed- 
dings, and funerals. This continued 
after the War, usually with slightly later 
models (particularly small horsepower 
ones) being used. And even today there 
are still elderly hearses and mourning 
cars in use alongside the more ubiqui- 
tous Silver Shadows. 

The records of Harry Westwood near 
Liverpool enable us to view a typical 
suburban Rolls-Royce hire business 
from the 1920s to the late forties. Born 
in 1889 Westwood was struck very 
early with a passion for Rolls-Royces. 
This happened when he was just a 
young lad — he had waited for hours 
one day just to see a parked Rolls- 


Royce depart from outside a house. 
When it eventually pulled away silently 
he was hooked. This must have been a 
very early car indeed. After serving King 
and country in the 1914-18 war he 
returned to Liverpool to train as a 
mechanic and to drive in the hire 


business owned by his uncle George 
Boscoe. This fleet included a 1907 De 
Dion, 1914 SCAT, 1914 Talbot and a 
1916 Sunbeam, all landaulettes as was 
common in hire services. 

During the 1920s Westwood bought 
his own car and worked from home at 


The most exclusive Car is the 50 hp. Rolls-Royce. 


Westwood’s first car, 
1913 Silver Ghost 2671 
with its second body 
and (inset) on his busi- 
ness card. A curious 
mascot is carried on 
the cap. 


Let us supply one for your wedding. 


jf 


Harry Westwood 
Car Proprietor, 


4 MURAT STREET. 
WATERLOO. 


Phone Waterloo 1288 
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innumerable "runaway marriages" of English couples taking advantage of the more liberal Scottish marriage laws. 


4 Murat Street, Waterloo. His car was 
1913 Silver Ghost 2671 registered 
AA-4814. This was rebodied with later 
landaulette coachwork. In 1929 West- 
wood used his own car when he was 
married at Gretna Green on the Scot- 
tish border. Around this time he moved 
his business to The Bowness in 
Wellington Street, Waterloo. Here his 
wife ran a shop and Westwood ran a 
succession of Rolls-Royces. He did all 
his own repairs, cleaning, and driving. 
Afine collection of tools, and parts from 
other cars through his hands, ensured 
that his cars stayed in good order. 
There is some evidence that he moved 
bodies between chassis and changed 
engines if the need arose. 

When necessary Westwood could 
call on additional cars and he also kept 
an eye on prices charged by compet- 
itors. One London firm he contacted 
charged £5. 12s. 6d for 50 miles, or £40 
for a week. Additional miles were 
1s. 3d, large sums at that time but of 
course the prices included the driver. A 
Rolls-Royce hire service at 2 Cromwell 
Mews, Kensington, was run by E. Can- 
ning and specialised in serving visiting 
Americans. 

In late 1930 Westwood part- 
exchanged his beloved 2671 for 52UE 
(registered DP-3750) at Grosvenor 
Motors in London. The invoice notes 


ROLLS - ROYCE HIRE SERVICE. 
(H. WrEsrwoop, Proprietor). 
THE BOWNESS, 
Wellington Street, 
Waterloo, Liverpool. 


Rolls-Royce Cars for all occasions, 
Weddings, Theatres, Dances, etc. 


Phone Waterloo 1288. 


Now called ‘Rolls-Royce Hire Service’ at the new address. The car on the stationery (above) and 
in the picture below is 1921 Silver Ghost 52UE registered DP-3750 with a later landaulette body. 
It shows signs of rear suspension modification. The body has either come from a chassis of 
different length or was formerly open-drive thus accounting for the unsightly panel between the 
doors. Radiator shutters have been added. 


yor WAT ER CAR 


PROPRIE T O 
TEL. | 28 8wW:Loc 


1913 Silver Ghost 2671 outside the new premises. 


that Grosvenor was owned by A. & C. 
Miller Ltd., thought to be Capt. Alastair 
G. Miller the well-known Rolls-Royce 
dealer. In 1937, with his business 
flourishing, Westwood bought a more 
modern car in the form of the four- 


wheel brake Ghost 6EM, and also 
around this time the imposing 
Phantom I 76MC. 

After his retirement in 1947 West- 
wood switched to small modern cars for 
his personal use. His superb tools and 


Below: The invoice for Westwooad’s Ghost 52UE, just £175 with £100 allowed for 2671. 


Grosvenor Motors, 


27, MOUNT STREET, 


LONDON, 
Wit. 
farry Weatwuod, 
Bowness, Yel Lington Street, 
Taterioo 


24th Gc tober 19500 


aes 


Te One “olls-Royce UE 82 recistered number 


DP 3750 for the sum of......... 


Less Allowance for your Rells-Royce AA 4814 21060 6 0 


Received Balance in cash 


Ne 


Ps 
cae 


24 A ctor 


Bex ah (bérstiF) of 
Afé CNG iter shee : 


Another Westwood car, a 1924 four-wheel 
brake Silver Ghost believed to be GEM by 
Connaught, registered NU-8789. The lan- 
daulette body is probably the original. The 
radiator shutters are a later addition. This was 
the last car Westwood sold and was passed 
to Capes Funerals in Liverpool in 1947, 


Rolls-Royce relics accumulated in his 
workshop. Glancing at the latter 
reveals that other Rolls-Royces, or 
parts of them, went through his hands. 
Chassis plates survive for early Ghosts 
2555 (registered R-1927, known in 
Kenya 1928-60s), 2630 (AD-3455), and 
25ED (K-262). He kept the plate for 
52UE although the car itself was sold. 
There was also a reference to 2280 
fitted with the engine from 2671. These 
relics were probably keepsakes and do 
not establish that the cars themselves 
were scrapped. His daughters recalled 
that one or two cars became particular 
favourites and he must have found it 
hard to part with them in their entirety! 
Westwood died on July 12th 1977 at 
Blundelisands, north of Liverpool, a 
Rolls-Royce man throughout his long 


life. a 


Below: A pair of cars at a Westwood event, 
seen outside Little Crosby Hall. The front car 
is registered XH-4105 and the one behind 
possibly XY-1347. 
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BOOKS 


Rallying in a Royal 
ROLLS-ROYCE 


‘Rallying in a Royal Rolls-Royce: 
Preparation, Pitfalls and Passion on the 
1997 Peking to Paris Motor Challenge. A 
personal account by Jeanne Eve’, Maeve 
Medical Pty Ltd, Sydney, 1999. 128 pages. 
$35, plus $7 postage and handling. 


Reviewed by Steve Stuckey 


The author has a passion for alliteration: 
note the alliterative style of the title and 
sub-title of this book. Try to say either of 
them, quickly, three or four times. As your 
iongue wraps itself unsuccessfully around 
ihe words, you will be preparing yourself for 
reading this book. You can’t help but smile, 
you also have a tinge of frustration, but at 
the end you feel it’s all been a lot of fun. In 
a Boy's Own Manual of some variety, this 
would be referred to as a ‘rollicking good 
yarn’. It is also a great read. 

The book, of course, details the journey 
by N.S.W. members Jeanne Eve and John 
Matheson from Peking to Paris in their ex- 
Vice Regal Phantom V, 5VF159 (affec- 
tionately known as ‘Lizzie’s Taxi’). It is in 
three parts. ‘Prelude to an Adventure’ talks 
about the Matheson/Eve family, their his- 
tory with various cars, their “seduction by 
R.R.” (the author’s words, but who can dis- 
pute them?), and the preparation for the 
journey, up to their shipping the car to China 
and then some weeks later getting on a 
‘plane themselves. ‘Jeanne’s Diary’ makes 
up most of the book, being a day-by-day 
account of the trip itself — from September 
6th to October 18th, 1997. The third part 
comprises a set of Appendices: the first, a 
fascinating story in itself, tells in six and a 
half brief pages the story of the 1907 Peking 
to Paris Rally; the second, the equipment 
and modifications, includes what was done 
ta equip the car to survive the arduous trip, 
as well as helpful lists of the medical kit 


taken, clothing (| love the idea of the paper 
underpants worn by each of the couple!) 
and camping equipment. The third appen- 
dix, ‘As a Matter of Record’ includes a 
bibliography, a list of how the Australian 
participants went, and lists of all the 
entrants and co-drivers, car details, and 
their final positions. There are 12 pages of 
mainly colour photographs. The Foreword 
is by Lord Montagu who was a part-time 
occupant of 5VF 159 after his 1915 Vauxhall 
Prince Henry was an early retirement. 

We read in PRAECLARUM 1, 2 & 3-98 
John Matheson's accounts of the event, 
and | was impressed by his and Jeanne’s 
stamina — and the capacity of their Phan- 
tom V — when | read those words. But this 
account is far more captivating and enjoy- 
able. We live this journey, from the excite- 
ment of the decision to enter, the frustration 
of hearing that they may not be accepted 
(‘too many Rolls-Royces”, said the organ- 
isers initially), the preparations, the ant- 
icipation and the second thoughts, the 
realisation that they were going on a poten- 
tially dangerous journey, the sadness and 
apprehension at leaving two young 
children, but then the trip to the airport. 
Jeanne’s diary then takes us through the 
journey, day by day, kilometre by kilometre. 
This, as is any diary, is a very personal trip 
for us, the readers. We learn what it is like 
to be with your partner, every hour of every 
day, in a stressful situation, and the strain 
this can impose. But we learn how this is 
counterbalanced with passion, excitement, 
fun and a great sense of achievement. We 
share Jeanne’s frustration with the organ- 
isers, her contempt for the bureaucracies 
that have to be dealt with, her dismay at the 
antics of some of the other competitors, her 
grief when two entrants die, her real regret 
when some of the gutsier entrants have to 
retire. | say again, we live this journey. 

What makes it all the more enjoyable is 
that Jeanne is such a great story-teller. Her 
style as a diary-writer translates into that of 
an author easily, and with charm. You get 
used to snapshots of impressions that 
seem to tumble out of what must have been 
a very tired brain at the end of the day 
(although she admits to recording much of 
her impressions as they went along, into a 
small cassette recorder). Often a whole 
range of ideas tumble together in the one 
paragraph. You feel like you are sitting next 
to an excited story-teller at a dinner party! 


In a book like this you can indulge some 
artistic license: but, this is not the Phantom 
V that Sir John Kerr drove away in having 
sacked the Prime Minister in 1975; the 
Prime Minister was the one who drove 
away, in his Ford. It may well have been the 
car that Sir John was in when it was pelted 
by eggs, though there were four or five 
Vice-Regal Phantom Vs at that time. There 
are also a couple of factual errors; for ex- 
ample, the bombing of U.S. Embassies took 
place in Kenya and Tanzania, not Nigeria 
— although indeed the suspected terrorist 
headquarters were close to the Rally route, 
in Afghanistan. But do not let me give the 
impression that this detracts from the story. 

For the serious car-buff this is not a book 
that will tell you lots about the cars; this is 
there when itis integral to the story — when 
the Phantom breaks its spring in China, or 
when it has to be negotiated down a steep, 
wet and very dangerous dirt mountain road 
or does a three-point turn in a very small 
space. Or what happens to those that ac- 
companied them, such as in the huge 1927 
Mercedes 630K sports. But the cars are 
incidental to this story — it is a story of 
adventure, a return to the days when cars 
were more than just a boring, reliable mode 
of transportation in our increasingly isolated 
but comfortable lives. Some of the more 
pure of heart and mind may wince at the 
prospect of a car of such rarity and history 
being subjected to some of the indignities 
and damage that ‘Lizzie’s Taxi’ suffered on 
this trip — the modifications, the unfor- 
tunate breakdown and retrieval by truck, the 
target of damaging stone-throwing and so 
on. But, what a way to use your carl No 
dreary but pretty museum piece is 5VF 159. 
Sir Henry would be proud — but not 
surprised — that one of his children did so 
well. As Aussies, we should all be proud 
that the pioneering John Matheson and 
Jeanne Eve had the simple internal for- 
titude to go undertake this journey. All but 
one of the proper cars finished — a Bentley 
3% Litre, a 1950 Silver Dawn, a 1955 
Bentley Continental, a 1965 Silver Cloud Ill, 
a 1934 20/25, and of course the Phantom 
V (the 1928 New Phantom retired). 

Reading this book should inspire all of 
us to use our cars more. As | said, a ‘rollick- 
ing good yarn’. | put it down wanting more, 
especially of what must be a wonderful 
collection of photographs of people, cars 
and places. 


BC86BY with the power-opera 
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ted hood lowered. With no coil spring towers intruding on the hood space, 


iy 
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unlike on the monocoque Corniche, the hood stows nearly flush with the coachwork. 


Continental Cruiser 


An outright win in the 2000 Western 
Australia Branch Concours is a good 
new start for BC86BY, a Bentley Conti- 
nental S2 Park Ward drophead coupé. 
To be the best car outright on the day 
was great; we had achieved our aim to 
make BC86BY fit for a new life. 

In September 1959 BCIOAR, reg- 
istered to Rolls-Royce Ltd, became a 
Conduit Street trials car — the first 
Continental S2 drophead to publicly 
take to the road displaying a dramatic 
new style for Bentley. A car designed to 
travel in style and speed over the long, 
straight roads to the South of France, 
and then to enjoy balmy rides for 
sightseeing and driving to lunch and 
dinner venues with the top down. 

This demonstrator represented the 
beginning of the end of a whole phase 
in the history of the motor car. The 
background of the Koren-designed cars 
is well documented in Martin Bennett's 
book Bentley Continental (Veloce Pub- 
lishing, 1998) and going over that again 


would be unnecessary. However, a few 
comments about these cars as a result 
of looking at BC86BY’s body in a totally 
dismantled state after almost 40 years 
of use may be of interest. 

I have had BC86BY since the early 
’90s and covered many miles in her, 
some at quite high speed. So when 
Roger Fry gave in and agreed to restore 
the car I had some idea of her state and 
how hard the years had treated her. 

What had been the history of the car 
prior to my ownership? 

Like many of her design she had had 
a very varied life. Delivered new to a 
London high-flier she kept his atten- 
tion for less than 18 months. She then 
moved to rural England and changed 
hands several times before going, like 
many of her type, to California. 
Demand and price were high so the 
London dealers exploited the oppor- 
tunity. Very little use over the next 10 
years was indicated by sparse service 
records and several changes of colour. 


By Peter Graham (W.A.) 


She was a car used as a ‘posemobile’ 
and apparently treated with little 
respect. There was much evidence of 
casual repairs to parking type scrapes. 

In the mid ’80s Australia was exper- 
iencing boom times so BC86BY came 
to Australia to become a status symbol 
down under. The new owner must have 
had a shock when the car was first 
seen. The pictures looked great but the 
reality was of stylish car down at heel. 
Several quotes were obtained to give it 
a shiny coat of paint but any plan to 
address the real issue, the ravages of 
time, swept aside by cost. Its life was 
now briefly with the coffee set in 
Melbourne until I acquired her in the 
early ‘90s. 

How did BC86BY meet the original 
design and market aims of John 
Blatchley and his team? In reality not 
well. Times had changed, few people 
had the time or patience to cover long 
distances in such style. The aeroplane 
had usurped that rdle. Few people 


y 


2-00 


wanted a car that was so large, parking 
bays became smaller, cars became 
more efficient and provided an easier 
means of use. Very quickly all the 
benefits and advantages the Bentley 
Continental possessed when designed 
had become commonplace. Technology 
moved ahead at an alarming rate. Had 
BCS86BY become an anachronism, even 
if a thoroughly delightful one? Did the 
goals set for her in the 1950s have a 
place in the modem world? Was she 
worth her premium price? 

What is she today? How has time 
treated her construction? In reality, 
again not well. BC86BY demonstrated 
a very poor understanding by her 
designers of the effects that time would 
ravage on her style of construction. In 
hindsight this is a realistic though per- 
haps unfair assessment. The Vilhelm 
Koren-designed, Park Ward-built cars 
corroded from the inside out in so many 
places, a car that has not been totally 
reconstructed is a major problem wait- 
ing to happen. They have earned a poor 
reputation in comparison to the HJ. 
Mulliner and James Young cars of the 
same period. 

Before starting on restoration I often 
visited restoration premises in 
Australia and overseas and looked at 
many of the Koren cars under restora- 
tion. It was very obvious that the 
method of construction when new was 
fraught with errors that time would 
highlight. No car inspected was free of 
serious structural corrosion in either 
steel or aluminium components. The 
best low mileage car inspected in the 
U.K., whilst an object of visual delight, 
was a disaster waiting for time to show 
the weakness of its design. 

Roger Fry, on dismantling the car, 
was horrified at what he saw. It was the 
worst car he had ever started upon and 
it developed into the most difficult to 
finish. Water and debris had built up 
in many places and the ‘lacework’ of the 
corroded body was frightening. Just 
replacing what was there was no 
answer for the future. We set about 
looking at how the damage that had 
been done could be rectified, and 
redesigning the insides so water and 
debris would flow away from these 
natural traps. Roger thought long and 
hard about how we could rebuild a car 
with the construction mistakes of the 
past overcome. In reality the only thing 
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The interior of Koren’s design was as radical (for a Rolls-Royce product) as the exterior styling, 
with the comprehensive Continental instrumentation housed in a pod in front of the driver. 


keeping BC86BY’s body together was 
the windscreen. That ended up being 
the strongest component outside of the 
chassis! 

What was evidenced by this total 
strip down was that steel and 
aluminium do not live together well. 
Vilhelm Koren designed, and Park 
Ward built, a very striking car but with 
a flawed method of construction. In 
reality perhaps our criticism is unfair 
— 20/20 hindsight is no ground for 
credit. 

The basis of the car is the chassis. 
If this had not been sound we would 
have taken a major decision and 
stopped work. As this was straight and 
true, we completed everything to bring 
the concours result referred to above. 
As a passing comment we also rebuilt 
every mechanical component with as 
much care as possible. BC86BY should 
never need to come apart again. 

That you could drive BC86BY in its 
unrestored state, albeit illegally, at 
110-plus mph and maintain high 
average speeds over long distances 
does in fact say much in favour of the 
construction method of a car that uses 
a separate chassis. Maybe this is a 
question for people to ponder. In an 


analysis of the percentage of cars with 
unitary construction (Silver Shadows 
and later) that survive a high usage and 
lack of attention against the chassis- 
based cars, which style of car shows a 
better time vs. decay factor? Which will 
we be using in 2050? I would like to 
believe that the last of the ‘real’ cars 
would prove the winners. BC86BY is 
now a superb machine and has none of 
the flexibility that the later convertibles 
(Corniche) demonstrate so obviously. 
She is equally as solid as my other 
Continental, an H.J. Mulliner Flying 
Spur (see P.6-98, p.3274), a design that 
is notably well-built and rigid. 

In hindsight I would argue that the 
concept developed by the Rolls-Royce 
and Park Ward design teams, including 
stylists Vilhelm Koren and John 
Blatchley, was fundamentally right. 
They completed a work of art with the 
best skills available at the time. I would 
like to advance the argument that 
BC86BY represents the finest demon- 
stration of how well an open car on a 
separate chassis could be made to 
work. In fact, the best open Bentley 


ever. \~ 


Photography by Peter Whyte (W.A.) 
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In Sydney, 1985 Silver Spirit (ASF13302) owned by Stewart Begg and Geoff Nobs (N.S.W.). Photo courtesy of identity Studio, Sydney. 
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I still call QE2 home 


By Bryan Inder and Marienne Vawser (N.S.W.) 


John & Marienne Vawser and Bryan 
Inder, with our travelling friends, 
planned to travel around the world, 
crossing the Atlantic on Queen 
Elizabeth 2 (QE2). Then, N.S.W. 
Branch Publicity Officer Stewart Begg 
said he was planning a ten day passage 
for Club members on QE2 from Auck- 
land to Sydney. A couple of ‘phone calls 
later and we were with him. 

An eternity passed, and a millen- 
nium, and the Y2K Bug, and then final- 
ly the great day arrived. We flew to 
Auckland on February 7th, 2000. 
Sadly, six people cancelled at short 
notice. In Auckland we were met by a 
member of the New Zealand Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley Club and driven in a 
mini-bus for lunch at the Surrey Motel. 

On the way, we stopped at the local 
Rolls-Royce & Bentley dealer, Gilltraps, 
and viewed a new Bentley Continental 


SC, in Red Pearl. This was the same car 
that we had seen at the Sydney Motor 
Show. The travellers were joined for a 
light lunch by members of the N.Z.R.R. 
& B.C., the motel being owned by a 
member who owned 27 classic cars, all 
but five being Rolls-Royce and Bentley. 

At 1500 hours we boarded the grand 
liner Queen Elizabeth 2 and were 
shown to our comfortable and very 
much fare-upgraded “outside” cabins 
with portholes. The ship is truly mag- 
nificent — the last of the great ocean 
liners. Five hundred people joined the 
vessel in Auckland and it was a full ship 
of 1,500 passengers and 1,000 crew. 
QE2 is 70,000 tons, 963 feet in length, 
with nine diesel engines, two 
propellers, four stabilisers, two bow 
thrusters {very weak), and is capable of 
thirty knots although we only attained 
23.9 knots. You could eat all day, start- 


ing with breakfast, followed by morning 
tea, ice creams by the pool, lunch, a full 
afternoon tea with white gloved 
waitresses, dinner, and supper at mid- 
night! Room service was available at 
any time. We were also upgraded to the 
better dining room with open seating, 
better meals than most restaurants, 
served by waiters, waiters’ assistants 
and wine waiters, the food and service 
being just the ultimate. There was an 
elderly American lady in a wheelchair, 
with a constant uniformed carer, who 
passed our dining table each evening. 
When asked where she lived in America 
she replied “This is my home”! 

We were struck by the number of 
working and/or paid entertainers. 
These included Tom Keneally who gave 
lectures and signed books, Lord 
Wedgwood who also gave lectures and 
signed “Wedgwood” on anything, and 
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With new Bentley Continental SC at Gilltraps, Auckland. From left to right: Bryan Inder, John 


Vawser, Ken Branford, Marienne Vawser. 


Des O’Connor who gave only one 
superb show after being flown 31,000 
miles for one night! Another guest lec- 
turer was the longest-serving Concorde 
pilot who gave two very interesting and 
popular lectures, illustrated with 
slides, on Concorde and especially its 
Rolls-Royce Olympus 593 engines. 
There were staff to push your tray if 
requested at the optional upstairs 
smorgasbord, see you to your dining 
room seat, escort you around the ship, 
or dance with you in the evening. 
Another world! 

Two days later, in Wellington, most 
of our members made their way in- 
dependently to the Southward Car 
Museum which is believed to be the 


largest and most varied collection of 
motor vehicles in the Southern Hemi- 
sphere. The Museum was founded by 
Len Southward whom I (Bryan Inder) 
first met in November 1986 in Brighton 
where had both successfully completed 
the London to Brighton Rally for cars 
built before December 1904. 

The Museum is a forty minute drive 
from Wellington, in Paraparaumu, and 
consists of a large, well constructed 
building set in large grounds, with the 
home of the now Sir Len Southward 
(age 94) on the hill behind. The collec- 
tion comprises some 250 vehicles, half 
of which are on show at any time. There 
is also a large collection of motor cycles, 
a couple of small aeroplanes and lots of 


Peter Willis (N.Z.7.R. & B.C.) and his 1955 Bentley S1 (B271AP) overlooking the windswept 
waters of Wellington harbour. QE2 in the background. 


Spend 7 nights relaxing in an 
ultra-deluxe outside stateroom 
onboard the legendary QE2 
between New York and 
Southampton, enjoying QE2's 
unrivalled service, restaurants 
and amenities. Retrace your 
voyage on supersonic Concorde 
and experience the thrill of 
flying so high you can see the 
curvature of the earth! Cruise 
fares from $10,065" with FREE 
Concorde flight. For departures 
in May, June and September, 
contact your travel agent 


or Cunard on 1800 805 581. 


THE ONLY THING 
THAT COMES 


www.cunardline.com.au 


HotHouse 12291/A 


R.R.O.C. members travelling 
on Queen Elizabeth 2 


Stewart Begg N.S.W. 
Albert & Pat Biashki Vic. 

Laurence & Thérése Bottomley Vic. 

Bryan Inder N.S.W. 
Michael & Celia Kemp N.S.W. 
Bill & Jill Martin N.S.W. 
Geoff Nobs N.S.W. 
John & Marienne Vawser N.S.W. 
Joan Young N.S.W. 
Jack & Pat Rodgers Qld. 


and seven travelling companions 
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other motoring and other memorabilia. 

Of particular interest to us was the 
small collection of Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars. The Rolls-Royce collec- 
tion consisted of a 1926 Phantom I with 
coachwork by Thrupp & Maberly, a 
1929 20/25 with coachwork by Park 
Ward, and a 1963 Phantom V lim- 
ousine by H.J. Mulliner, Park Ward. 
Two nice Bentleys were on display: a 
1923 3 Litre tourer and a 1931 8 Litre 
with 1938 Vanden Plas body. We did 
not see a 1930 Bentley 4% Litre listed 
in the catalogue. An exciting extra 
highlight was a Royce Ltd, Manchester, 
8 h.p. electric motor. 

Because of dangerously high winds 
when travelling south around the 


Southward Car Museum exhibits. Above: 1963 Phantom V H.J. Mulliner, Park Ward limousine; 
below left: Royce 8 h.p. electric motor; below right: 1929 20/25 by Park Ward fitted with 


post-war P. 100-L headlamps and, on the left of the photo, a 1926 Phantom | by Thrupp & Maberly. 
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bottom of the South Island of New 
Zealand, several of the Sounds were 
not navigated. After initially passing 
Milford Sound the Captain had second 
thoughts and turned back. The ship 
cruised slowly right up the very narrow 
Sound and then had great difficulty in 
turning in the winds of fifty knots and 
rising. The ship struggled to turn to 
starboard but with 70,000 tons, weak 
bow thrusters and huge super- 
structure ‘wind area’ it just did not 
move into the wind. The ship then went 
astern, backing up the Sound and 
slowly swinging the bow the other way, 
benefiting from a quiet (lee) position on 
the other side of the narrow Sound. At 
one point the bow appeared to be only 
about 20 feet off the bank. Very slowly 
the great ship turned around although 
now the wind almost blew the whole 
ship against this vertical bank. Slowly 
and safely we finally left the Sound, 
imagining the potential for headlines 
“QE2 wrecked in Milford Sound”! 
Worse for us was to come, as in the 
middle of the crossing of the Tasman 
Sea from Milford Sound to Hobart very 
rough seas were encountered, with 
Force 8 winds (50 knots) and immense 
waves breaking over the huge bow of 
QEZ. We still kept up our 23 knots and 
crashed into and under these high 
waves with appropriate shudders when 
hitting the waves. (This was the high- 
light of the holiday for Past-Com- 
modore Bryan Inder.) On the bridge 
there is a forward-facing camera film- 
ing during daylight hours, relayed to a 
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the Port of Christchurch. 


particular TV channel in your cabin. 
Well you could see the bow breaking 
through these huge waves with spray 
and often a solid mass of water reach- 
ing and momentarily obliterating the 
camera and our TV screen. 

Because of these big seas we arrived 
late in Hobart. Calm waters then saw 
us to Sydney for the final leg of our 
Millenium World Cruise 2000 aboard 


1949 Bentley Mk VI (B492DA) owned by Alan Shaw (N.Z.R.R. & B.C.) alongside QE2 at Lyttleton, 


Queen Elizabeth 2. An extra night on 
board in Sydney meant that we were 
able to entertain some of our friends 
including some other R.R.O.C. mem- 
bers. 

Would we do it again? YES, most 
definitely. After returning to work next 
day I told my staff I still had time to fly 
to Brisbane to catch QE2 and continue 
the cruise! y 


Co-author Bryan Inder with QE2 after the cruise. Circular Quay, Sydney. 


QE2 Transatlantic crossings - 


6 nights of luxury cruising 
across the North Atlantic 
between New York and 
Southampton, with 7 night 
crossings also calling 
at Boston, Cherbourg 
or Amsterdam. 
Travel in either direction, 
and continue your journey 
around the world with 
For further information 
contact your local travel 
agent or Cunard toll free 
on 1800 805 581. 


FLY AROUND 
THE WORLD 


ADVANCIN 


Fares per person twi 
cabin and econom 
port and hand 

Subject to a 


www.cunardline.com.au 


Qantas and British Airways. 


HotHouse 1229/5 
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Photo 1 — Body frame building at Bromley. Left row: design number C10AM coupé, C16 sedanca coupé, and two more C10AM coupés. 


Body Building at James Young 


First published inThe Flying Lady issue 99-4 


By Jack Triplett (U.S.A.) 


In Flying Lady 97-5, John Blatchley 
told us how body building was done at 
Gurney Nutting in the 1930s (Styling 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley Cars: An Inter- 
view with John Blatchley, pp.5423- 
5437). The article contained illust- 
rations of the impressive end results of 
Blatchley's design and of body building 
at Gurney Nutting, but no photos of the 
actual body building process. 

After the war, Gurney Nutting 
merged with James Young. In the post- 
war years, James Young built bodies in 
batches, rather than one or two at a 
time, as Gurney Nutting did before the 
war. Otherwise, however, very little of 


the technology of custom coachwork 
changed. Body building still involved a 
mostly hand-formed ash body frame 
covered with aluminium panels. The 
panels were also formed by hand, using 
simple tools, essentially the processes 
Blatchley described at Gumey Nutting. 

Photos of James Young body build- 
ing around 1949-50 illustrate the 
present article. Together these photos 
show that James Young built several 
designs simultaneously. I can distin- 
guish in the photos the following James 
Young Mk VI Bentley designs: C16 
sedanca coupé (7 built), C1OAM coupé 
(15 built), CLON coupé (13 built), and 
tucked in a far corner, one of the four 
C10M coupés (see Flying Lady 92-3, 
p.4475ff for photos of these three coupé 


designs). Several examples of the Mk VI 
C11 four door saloon (49 built) are also 
underway. Rolls-Royce Silver Wraith 
bodies in the photos are mostly four- 
door saloons, with division (WR174A) 
and without division (WR17). Both 
types are seen under construction. One 
Silver Wraith drophead coupé, design 
WR20M, is nearly hidden in the back 
of the shop. For some of these designs, 
a large proportion of the total produc- 
tion must have been under construc- 
tion when these photos were taken. 

Jeff Hammers, of Penn-Dutch Rest- 
oration, Glen Rock, Pennsylvania, who 
has extensive experience restoring 
wood-framed bodies, helped me inter- 
pret the construction processes that 
can be seen in these photos. 
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Photo 2 — Body frame building. 


In the foreground of Photo 1, we see 
aC10AM coupé, and next in the row, a 
C16 sedanca coupé, with two more 
C10AM coupés beyond and in the same 
row. As Blatchley described it at 
Gumey Nutting, bodies were built part 
way on what he called a ‘horse’ and 
then transferred to a chassis, and we 
see the same process here on the 
coupé. Note that the (steel) floor for the 
boot was a part of the horse, probably 
to make sure of frame alignment. 

The final curved piece of one of the 
coupé’s two main longitudinal top 
members is being glued in place. A 
workman on the left side of the body 
(the one who moved as the photo was 
taken) has a glue pot in one hand and 
is applying glue, while the other three 
steady the as yet uncompleted struc- 
ture. At the right side of the body, note 
the workman's hands — they rest on a 
wooden belt piece that has yet to be 
fully shaped to its final contour. Also 
note the curved wooden frame member 
making up the wheel arch. It has been 
built up from at least three separate 
pieces glued together, construction 
that is similar to the process being 
completed on the side window frame as 
the photo was taken. 
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Hand tools visible in the photo in- 
clude: on the floor at the right, a brace 
and bit and a rawhide mallet (nearby, 
at the very commer of the photo, lie some 
wooden body frame pieces); resting on 
the right-hand body sill member, a jaw 
spanner and something else, possibly 
a long drill bit, and on the left-hand sill 
a C-clamp; on the floor of the boot, a 
push screw driver, another mallet and 
perhaps a pry bar; and on the bench 
behind the body, several similar hand 
tools (and a tea mug). 

Hanging from the back wall are pat- 
terns of some kind, perhaps for body 
frames or perhaps for upholstery. On 
FL p.5427, John Blatchley described 
how at Gurney Nutting plywood pat- 
terns were taken from the full-sized 
body drawings and used to cut the body 
frame pieces. They must have played 
the same role at James Young. 

In the second photo, the C10AM 
coupé body frame is nearly complete. 
The curved piece being glued in Photo 
1 is now in place, as are all the cross- 
bracings on the top, the curved side 
braces alongside the boot, the framing 
for the rear number plate, the framing 
for the portion of the front wing that 
extends low behind the doors, and the 
mounts for the twin interior lights (just 


over the side windows). The workman 
is smoothing the plywood top bracing 
with a rasp. Yet to be applied are the 
steel panels that brace the top in the 
quarter panel area. These metal panels 
are visible on the next car on the line 
(a C1OAM coupé, which has replaced 
the sedanca coupé that was there in 
Photo 1). 

Photos 1 and 2 show how part of the 
frame was finished on the car. Note in 
Photo 2 the outline of the body belt 
moulding that has been cut into the 
wood frame. The horizontal part of this 
moulding (toward the front of the car) 
was cut into the body belt wood before 
it was assembled (the moulding is bare- 
ly visible in Photo 1). The rear portion 
of this body belt piece was left rough, 
and then the proper curvature was cut 
into the wood after assembly. Jeff Ham- 
mers told me he would do it the same 
way, because where several wood 
pieces come together at the rear 
quarter no simple patterns could both 
generate the compound curvature and 
assure that everything fit. As a final 
step, the curved tail of the moulding 
(where boot meets rear wing) was cut 
into a separate piece of wood that was 
then glued to the wood of the wheel 
arch (compare photos 1 and 2). This 


Photo 3 — Body sheet metal work. 
tive two-tone paint treatments, which 
were produced on C16 sedanca coupés 
and C10AM coupés. 

Behind the coupé body, a workman 


two-part moulding procedure made it 
simple to change the shape of the rear 
part of the moulding to permit alterna- 


Photo 4 — This is James Young’s 1949 Motor Show car, B195EW, James Young body number 
2420, painted in silver and black with grey leather piped black. The extended tail, which required 
an addition to the chassis frame, was a feature of ‘Mac’ McNeil’s styling for 1949 Show Bentleys 
several years in advance of the factory's similar extension on the R-type standard steel saloons. 


is planing the frame for a right-side 
door. The door has its interior wood 
panel in place (this will probably be 
removed later for installation of the 
door upholstery). At the far left of the 
photo, the left side door is clamped in 
a vice, upside down, and a workman is 
drilling holes. I count 20 workmen in 
the shop, plus the works manager, 
standing at the left rear. 

Photo 3 shows the part of the shop 
where aluminium panels are being fab- 
ricated and attached to the wooden 
body frame. Bodies in the first row are, 
from right to left, a Bentley C16 sed- 
anca coupé and two Silver Wraith 
saloons, one with division (WR17A), 
one without (WR17). The second row of 
cars contains a Silver Wraith saloon 
between two C10AM coupés, with 
another C16 sedanca coupé at the far 
left. 

Note, on the sedanca coupé in the 
foreground, the flange over the wheel 
arch. The rear wing will be welded to 
this flange, and then the joint will be 
‘hammer welded’ (hammered while hot 
to smooth the line and to relieve stress 
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Photo 5 — Body sheet metal work. 


from the weld) to make a seamless rear 
body that has no beading between body 
and wing. This is just as Blatchley 
described seamless rear wings being 
done at Gurney Nutting before the war. 
The results of this process can be seen 
on the finished C16 shown in Photo 4. 

Among tools visible are various body 
hammers, similar to those still used in 
restoration shops, and wire brushes for 
cleaning aluminium before welding. 
Welding tanks are lined up on the far 
wall. 

On the Silver Wraith saloon in the 
centre of Photo 5, the two workmen are 
fitting a piece of metal to the wood top 
frame. Because of the way the wooden 
frames are constructed, slight varia- 
tions exist among them, so each piece 
of the aluminum skin is fitted to a 
particular body. After checking the fit, 
this piece will be joined with others by 
welding to make the top. 

The curvature to this piece of the top 
has been made by passing the flat 
metal through the rollers being 
operated by the workman just visible at 
the far left of the photo. Again, John 
Blatchley described this exact process 
at Gurney Nutting. 

The workman at the bench at left 
centre is using a hammer to form a 
flange on a piece of Silver Wraith wing. 


This flange will be used to weld the 
individual wing pieces into a whole. 
Notice on the C1OAM coupé in the 
centre of the second row both vertical 
and curving longitudinal lines where 
the four pieces of the coupé’s rear wing 


have been welded together and then 
hammer welded and finished. Note also 
similar lines on the top of the Silver 
Wraith saloon to the right of the coupé, 
and also the line across the top of the 
sedanca coupé in the foreground. “~ 


Photo 6 — James Young Silver Wraith saloon, photographed in April 1949 in Bromiley, near the 
James Young works. This car is the same design, WR18, as the Silver Wraith saloons seen under 
construction in the other photos. Note what appears to be remaining war damage at the 
right-hand side of the photo. The James Young works itself suffered extensively during the war. 
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1928 Phantom | (42AL) wa 


s, it seems, the first pre-war Rolls-Royce car to undergo restoration 
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in Australia. It is seen here under Sydney's most famous landmark. Note the ‘landau irons’ fitted 
back to front (subsequently rectified). The city skyline in the background makes an interesting 
comparison with that seen on p.3520. Present owners: Don & Joan Young (N.S.W.). 


Who was first 


to restore a pre-war Rolls-Royce in Australia? 


By Ian Irwin [(A.C.T.) 


Chassis 1721, amagnificent Hooper 
limousine, which was originally pur- 
chased in 1912 by Col. William Hall, 
(later raised to the peerage to become 
Lord Wavetree), had been retired to a 
barn on his estate at Wheatley, Oxford- 
shire, long prior to his death in 1933. 
When discovered in 1945 by Jimmy 
Skinner, it was retrieved from the 
clutches of the nesting fowls who had 
done it little good at all, and purchased 
by Stanley Sears. 

The engine was seized, and so began 
what I believe was probably the first 
thorough purposeful restoration of a 
Silver Ghost, and of any pre-war Rolls- 
Royce anywhere in the world. I concede 
that some people will place different 
interpretations on the meaning of ‘rest- 
oration’ and perhaps challenge this 
belief. I have often wondered to whom 
the credit should go in Australia for the 
first such similar restoration. 

For a long time I was of the belief 
that it was almost certainly Gavin 
Sandford-Morgan of Adelaide for his 
recovery of Silver Ghost chassis 1425. 
He acquired this 1910 model Ghost in 
1955 and had the car restored and 
back on the road in 1956. It played a 


significant part in the formation of the 
South Australian Branch of the 
R.R.O.C., and enjoyed its first major 
outing in 1956 at a major Veteran Car 
Club rally coinciding with Melbourne 
Olympic Games celebrations. 1425 was 
fitted with Roi des Belges coachwork to 
replace the remains of the torpedo style 
bodywork fitted when found. 

But in recent times, having been 
privileged to be given access to some 
original hand-written documentation, I 
have discovered that the 1425 restor- 
ation was marginally pre-dated by an- 
other major restoration, yet not as early 
as that carried out by Stanley Sears. 

Chassis 42AL is a 1928 Phantom I. 
As delivered in England to Edmund 
W.S. Paul of Turramurra, N.S.W., it 
was fitted with Barker ‘Allweather' 
coachwork. It had a folding tourer style 
top which could be fitted for summer 
open driving, and a detachable hardtop 
which could be dropped on pulleys 
from the ceiling of the motor house for 
closed winter driving. Paul retained the 
car for use within the U.K. and Europe 
from 1928 until 1936 when he im- 
ported it into Australia. He was manag- 
ing director of Schweppes in Sydney. 

After Paul's death, 42AL was sold. In 
early 1954, then in the ownership of 
Francis James and with only 33,400 
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miles recorded, 42AL’s major restor- 
ation programme commenced. Francis 
James maintained a detailed and met- 
iculous record of all work carried out to 
his commission on 42AL, and this 
record survives intact. It is from this 
record that the following information is 
extracted. 

Earliest recorded repairs included 
work on the radiator which was leak- 
ing. While at the Rolls-Royce agents, it 
had the cylinder head cleaned with a 
product called ‘Colosyl’, but this agent 
resulted in rusting of the cylinder head 
bolts. The agents, York Motors, were 
given the car for regular 500 mile ser- 
vices, but on 12/2/54 they also under- 
took simultaneous 500, 1,000 and 
2,000 mile checks! Bert Ward reported 
that the tool kit was complete at that 
time, when the mileage showed 36,702. 

Work which followed included re- 
building the starter and repairs to the 
magneto, but by March 13th 1954, at 
37,090 miles, there were noises emit- 
ting from the transmission at 30 mph. 
There were fuel blockages, brake vibra- 
tions and other problems. 

Minor cosmetic works also com- 
menced at that time, with stripping and 
replacement of enamel on the head- 
lamp bar, luggage rack supports and 
the tool box. The running boards were 
given attention on the undersides on 
March 17th 1954, the same day on 
which all internal curtains were re- 
moved for replacement or repair. The 
new fan belt fitted at the agents flew off 
at 50 mph on a trip to Wattamolla 
Beach, but was refitted with no harm 
done. Three links were removed shortly 
afterwards. 

Work began on the front axle and 
shock absorbers at 37,372 miles, and 
at 37,400 steering problems emerged. 
While necessary maintenance and 
services were effected on these areas, 
small matters were consistently being 
attended to. Bert Ward cleaned the 
undersides of the mudguards and they 
were repainted with black enamel on 
March 3ist 1954. Ten days later six 
cracks in the engine cowling were weld- 
ed by Car Repairs Pty Ltd. Indeed these 
were all relatively minor problems 
being addressed after some years of the 
car being laid up during and after 
World War II. But James was fussy 
about the standard of the appearance 
of the car, and when the car was 


2-00 


running well mechanically (mileage 
37,890) he turned his attention to- 
wards the bodywork. 

The car was placed with W.S. Grice 

of Summer Hill for major body over- 
haul. Documentary record of work car- 
ried out at that time included: 
a) remove hood, strip lacquer to metal, 
supply and fit new u tubing, re-lacquer 
black; 
b) strip lacquer on doors, bonnet, petrol 
tank, rest of body, and re-lacquer in 
original 2 tones; {blue and black] 
c) supply and _fit new nuts and bolts ... 
to starboard front mudguard; 
d) refix beading of part of front 
mudguard; [indicative of minor acci- 
dent damage] 
e) fit new carpets in fore and aft cabin 
walls; 
ff repair rear floor cabin light switch; 
g) repair leather on starboard front seat; 
h) supply and _fit leather coated rubber 
buffers all 4 windows; 
i) remove, chrome plate and refix: head- 
lamps, side lamps, 20 lubricator caps, 
bumperettes, wing nuts from tool box, 
nickel strips round running boards, foot 
tread frames on running boards, bat- 
tery box strips and wing nuts/guides, 
rear brake warning light frame, petrol 
filler cap, petrol tank knurled ring, petrol 
tap and support on main tank, copper 
sheathing for electric wires on petrol 
tank, nickelled electrical connection 
covers, nickel engine cowling hoop and 
screws, all screws (brass) in running 
boards, lights etc, engine cowling hand- 
les, locks screws etc, clamp supportarm 
and nuts of r/v mirror; 

j) remove running boards, clean, repaint 
and reline with rubber instead of 
aluminium and replace with new bolts; 
k) paint new black enamel under 
mudguards etc.; 

)) remove petrol tank, drain, drill out old 
drain plug, and tap in new plug ; 

m) paint battery box support brackets 
and refix; 

n) paint and polish battery box; 

o) supply new air valve covers for wheel 
discs; 

p) fit stopper bolts on wheel discs; 

q) remove, clean and polish engine fan; 
r) remove old foot treads, supply and fit 
new rubber mats; 

s) discard pneumatic windscreen wiper; 
supply and fit new electric wiper and 
blade; 

0) renew glasses and rubber in head- 
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lamps; 
u) supply and fit new glass and insulat- 
ing on rear warning light. 

This work was undertaken over a 
period of approximately four months by 
Grice, with Francis James taking his 
sons by train every Saturday to check 
on what had been achieved in the week 
between visits. 

When completed, 42AL was shining 
like a new pin. But minor troubles 
continued in various mechanical areas, 
and are invariably documented as 
being handled by Bert Ward. Brakes, 
steering and gearbox all received atten- 
tion. At 40,431 miles, oil consumption 
was recorded to be 13 pints of (Castrol) 
XL per 1,000 miles! Oil was changed to 
XXL, and better performance recorded 
with only 11 pints per 1,000 miles! On 
November 30th 1955, records indicate 
that with the engine pulled down, new 
piston rings were fitted, and the 
crankshaft vibration damper was over- 
hauled. On a subsequent trip to 
Canberra 42AL averaged 10 mpg. 

In 1957, 42AL was traded with Syd- 
ney used car dealer George Sevenoaks, 
and a 1934 Mulliner-bodied Phantom 
II, chassis 151RY, taken by James in 
its place. The N.S.W. registration num- 
ber from 42AL (AKF-870) was retained 
by James and transferred to the Phan- 
tom II. Sevenoaks was obviously in- 
fatuated by this splendid car, for he 
chose to keep 42AL as his personal car 
for around three decades. 

When Sevenoaks acquired 42AL, 
the original allweather convertible 
hood was modified, retaining only that 
section aft of the rear doors, which then 
folded in the manner of a landaulette 
top. Very large external landau irons 
were fitted. The restored original head- 
lights were removed from the car, and 
replaced with the Grebel headlamps 
which are still with the car today. The 
Grebel lamps were mounted some eight 
inches higher than the original lamps 
as fitted by Messrs Barker & Co. And 
we all know that it was painted yellow, 
Pumpkin yellow to be more precise. I 
first saw the car in 1958 and, like many 
others, and despite the modifications, 
I've always been captivated by it. As 
something of a purist, though, I am 
a little disappointed that those mod- 
ifications were ever carried out. 

Was 42AL the first pre-war Rolls- 
Royce to be restored in Australia? I 


would imagine the Editor would be 
pleased to hear from anyone who can 
establish a restoration to pre-date this 


one. yi 
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Cars For Sale 


1925 Bentley 3 Litre (1094) Red Label 
Speed model. James Pearce tourer in the 
style of Vanden Plas. Blue/black with brown 
upholstery. Recent engine rebuild - immacu- 
late. Vic. reg. no. YK-1053. $240,000. David 
Jones 03-9827-5683 (h) or FAX 03-9826-4183 


1926 Twenty (GZK21) Tony Robinson (U.K.) 
replica four-door tourer. Exquisite workman- 
ship complete with full set of tonneau covers, 
hood and side curtains. Low mileage, in 
excellent running order. $57,000. Graham 
Singer 07-3378-5970 


1929 Twenty (GEN66) Elite Body Works (Mel- 
bourne) saloon. Light blue with black roof and 
mudguards and brown Connolly hide 
upholstery. Late model with high radiator and 
vertical shutters (like 20/25), 4-wheel brakes 
and 4-speed gearbox. Very original with all 
fittings and attractive original coachwork. 
Detailed history from original owner's family. 
Complete body restoration including struc- 
tural timber, attractive Australian interior 
woodwork. All necessary mechanical refur- 
bishing carried out. Generally fine condition. 
$60,000. Gavin Sandford-Morgan 
08-8362-8956 (w) 08-8269-1285 (h) 


1935 Bentley 312 Litre (BE6FB) chassis only. 
Restoration 60% complete. New undertrays 
to radiator and engine, new exhaust, rhf 
mudguard and five new tyres. Too much work 
to list, all by Roger Fry. $45,000 o.n.0. Nathan 
Clements 08-9144-8279 (6.00 am to 6.00 pm 
W.A. time) 08-9144-8347 (after 6.00 pm) 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1936 Bentley 41% Litre (B201HM) Gurney 
Nutting pillarless coupé. One of only three on 
this chassis. Restored at a cost of $85,000. 
Only for sale due to purchase of R-type Conti- 
nental. Pre-war Bentley cars of this calibre are 
rarely available. $110,000 or sensible offers. 
Paul Samuels 02-4862-2048 


1949 Silver Wraith (WFC67) Hooper ‘Teviot’ 
touring limousine. Midnight Blue with grey 
hide upholstery. Featured on the front cover, 
PRAECLARUM 2-96. A truly magnificent ex- 
ample of the desirable and road manageable 
short chassis model with manual gearbox. 
Fitted with electric division, sunshine roof, 
cocktail cabinet, picnic tables and other 
luxury features. R.100 headlamps. Mech- 
anically superb, runs sweetly and quietly and 
is a delight to drive. Only about 2,500 careful 
miles since complete restoration to the 
highest standard by Rolls-Royce specialists. 
Mint handbook. Winner of Class 6 and Best 
Post-War Coachbuilt Car trophies at the 1999 
Federal Ratly in Canberra. Full (N.S.W.) 
registration. Nothing to spend. $75,000 firm. 
Michael Zwar 02-6026-2336 


1953 Bentley R-type (B453SP) grey-silver, 
excellent condition, 90,000 miles, all books 
and tools, Sunshine roof. $30,000. Keith 
Genders 08-8323-7791 (‘phone & FAX) 
08-8364-2674 (h) 


1957 Bentley Continental $1 (BC75BG) HJ. 
Mulliner ‘fastback’ two-door saloon. Dark 
green with tan interior. New paint and trim. 
Extraordinarily rare manual gearbox. Mech- 
anically very sound. No rust corrosion or 
bruises. Original handbook, full history, many 
features. Amost magnificent, rare and beauti- 
ful motor car. For colour photographs please 
refer to PRAECLARUM 3-99, p.3366. 
$210,000 o.n.0. Kerry Ely 03-9720-0320 


Cars For Sale 


1958 Silver Wraith (HLW48) long wheel- 
base H.J. Mulliner 7-passenger limousine. 
Commonwealth government Vice-regal and 
‘Royal’ car until 1993. Pinnacle of the R-R 
range. Only 31 of this body design built. Fitted 
with ‘police’ light, mounts for Royal Standard, 
flag masts, Chauffeur’s Handbook, R-R- 
installed air conditioning, extensive break- 
down kit, four extra tyres, fitted dust cover. 
61,000 miles. Reg. no. RR-1958 (Vic.). A 
unique part of Australian motoring history. 
$140,000. Peter Habersberger 03-9576-0021 
(w) 03-9827-3830 (h) 0429-14-8771 (mobile) 
pghabers@bigpond.com.au 


1968 Silver Shadow (CRH5106) H.J. Mul- 
liner, Park Ward two-door saloon. Larch 
Green with Magnolia leather upholstery. 6.23 
litte engine and late type 3-speed gearbox. 
Concours winner in very nice general condi- 
tion. Present owner 10 years. Uprated 
suspension gives enhanced handling and 
stability with no increase in ride harshness. 
Extensive and regular service history. 
$75,000. Gavin Sandford-Morgan 
08-8362-8956 (w) 08-8269-1285 (h) 


1973 Silver Shadow (SRH16225) Sage 
Green with green interior. Excellent condition, 
one of the best with full mechanical and 
hydraulic restoration. All original tools, hand- 
book. $31,500. lan Dunn 02-6207-5455 (w) 
02-6278-3763 (h) or 0411-28-6715 


1979 Silver Wraith Il (LRH36157) Cardinal 
Red with black hide. Delivered new to HRH 
Princess Margaret. 55,000 miles. Immaculate 
condition. A superb proper motor car. 
$68,000. Boyd Rasmussen 07-4151-4067 


Cars For Sale 


1981 Silver Spirit (ASBO3158) Old Ivory with 
red interior. Excellent all-round condition, 
genuine 48,000 miles. Suit enthusiast. Ideal 
wedging car. Ex-Hong Kong. $42,000 o.n.o. 
James Harwood 08-9641-1609 or FAX 
08-9641-2417 


Parts For Sale 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley parts: mainly Silver 
Shadow, body and mechanical. Some parts 
for other models also available. See full- 
page advertisement in the last edition of 
PRAECLARUM for full listing. J.G. Dare Pty 
Ltd. 03-9589-1516 or FAX 03-9589-5982 


Silver Shadows and Bentley T Series 
breaking for parts. Most mechanical, body 
and interior parts available. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


P.100 headlamps, excellent lenses, no 
dents/marks in metalwork, $750; kneeling 
mascot (genuine), good condition, $400; 
Lucas ‘pork pie’ style tail lamps, $75. Bob 
Roberts 02-4933-5219 or 0412-91-5743 


Post-War Silver Ghost oil pump (offers) and 
incomplete distributor, $300; early Edwardian 
kingpins (NOS) with upper bushes, $275; 
some c.1911-12 Rudge-Whitworth wheel cap 
componentry, $200; complete set of wooden 
spokes for Edwardian Silver Ghost, part 
finished, in Tasmanian Mountain Ash, 
seasoned for almost 20 years, correct profile, 
$350 0.n.0.; Post-War Ghost clutch channel, 
(p/n F7119, or F76447), $70; Edwardian air 
pump support section (p/n G1518) and Ec- 
centric Case (p/n C503), machined replicas 
made in U.K., $300 pair; Edwardian Auster 
brand folding rear seat screens x 2: large 
Silver Ghost style, timber frames for glass, in 
very good condition, but some work needed 
on mountings, correct item for Silver Ghost, 
rare, especially in this condition, $1,400; 
slightly smatler similar period Auster rear 
screen which fits directly onto the back of the 
front seat, timber frame to glass, suit smaller 
Edwardian open car, $900; Marchal driving 
lamp, c.1930s, with original Marchal in- 
scribed lens and Grande portee inscribed on 
lens rim, complete, $175.; Rolls-Royce 'C’ 
Spanner (p/n F51754) $85; original 20/25 
mascot with cap, $750 o.n.o. All items plus 
freight. lan Irwin 02-6281-6925 (‘phone & 
FAX) 


A good, clear photograph will draw 
attention to your advertisement and 
help to sell your car. Photographs 
should show the lines of the coach- 


work and should not cut off any part 
of the car. ‘Front-on' shots cannot be 
considered for publication. 
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Parts For Sale 


Pair P.100 headlamps, $500; pair SFT700 7" 
foglamps, $250; 2 x SLR700 ‘Flame Thrower’ 
tight unit inserts, $75 each; 2x 4LR long range 
driving lamps, $50 each; 2 x 5" bell type 
lamps, early Vintage, $70 each; Bentley Mk 
VI toolkit complete in fascia tray with lock and 
key, $800. John Hunt 03-5982-2420 


Silver Spirit/Mulsanne etc. kit of small tools, 
compiete and in as-new condition, spare 
bulbs, tray, lid. $400 including postage & 
packing. Martin Bennett 02-4829-7140 
(‘phone & FAX) 


20 h.p. 19" wheel rim, good condition. $150. 
Peter Shugg 08-9339-8756 (after 4.00 p.m. 
W.A. time) or FAX 08-9319-2615 


Pair of Edwardian ‘King of the Road’ seif- 
generating acetylene headlamps in very 
good condition. Rod Hanson 03-9787-7992 
(h) 03-9783-8077 (w) 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted: Elliott/Lucas pliers for early post-war 
(Mk VI etc.) tool kit. Have other tools, Mk VI 
4% litre handbook and other items surplus to 
my requirements to swap, or will pay cash. 
Martin Bennett 02-4829-7 140 (‘phone & FAX) 


Wanted: spanners, sump plug tool and Delco 
distributor spanner to complete S1 tool kit. 
Have early post-war tools, Mk VI 4% litre 
handbook and other items surplus to my re- 
quirements to swap, or will pay cash. Martin 
Bennett 02-4829-7 140 (‘phone & FAX) 


Wanted: Mk VI/R/S type interior roof lamp, 
chrome with etched glass. Have early post- 
war tools, Mk VI 41% litre handbook and other 
items surplus to my requirements to swap, or 
will pay cash. Martin Bennett 02-4829-7140 
(‘phone & FAX) 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements 
must be factual and accurate. Persons mis- 
representing cars, parts or services will be 
denied further use of this space. Ads for cars 
for sale must include chassis number and 
asking price. Ads are accepted subject to 
availability of space and may be edited or 
rejected at the discretion of the Editor 
without discussion or explanation. 


Literature For Sale 


Handbook for Silver Shadow and Bentley T 
Series, car serial number 17518 onwards. 
Near mint condition. $125 plus postage & 
packing. Martin Bennett 02-4829-7140 
(‘phone & FAX) 


Original Rolls-Royce factory Workshop 
Manual covering Silver Cloud | & |!, Bentleys 
$1 and S2, Continental and Continental S2. In 
original binder, clean copy in original and 
very remarkable order for its age. $300 0.n.0.; 
Rolls-Royce Bulletin, three original copies 
dated 1951, January 1952, and January 
1953, very good condition, $75 each, also 
September 1937 facsimile edition (1973 
reprint) $40; Phantom | Handbook in un- 
believable unmarked order, “incorporating 
the instructions contained in the editions 
dated July 1925, March 1926, July 1927 and 
in Edition No 4”, January 1934 reprint (comes 
with U.K. registration document for Chassis 
60RF, reg'n No UE-5177.) $300; Ghosts, 
Phantoms and Spectres, by Oldham, with 
orig dust wallet, excellent condition, $150. All 
items plus postage as desired, and can be 
mailed COD with insurance. lan Irwin 
02-628 1-6925 (‘phone & FAX) 


Phantom II| handbook, very good condition. 
Phantom || sales brochure, almost mint. Sell 
or swap for 20 h.p. tools. Rod Hanson 
03-9787-7992 (h) 03-9783-8077 (w) 


Number Plates 


RR-1925. New South Wales black & white 
number plates. $5,000. Dick Donnelley 
02-9997-2477 or FAX 02-9997-7892 


Services 


We overhaul: hydraulic accumulators, 
height control valves, and minimum pressure 
valves for Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, T 
Series, Corniche etc. and Silver Spirit/Spur, 
Bentley Mulsanne etc. motor cars. We have 
specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics in the 
U.K. since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia. Our overhauled components are 
guaranteed for two years, untimited milage. 
For example: Silver Shadow/Bentley T 
Series/Corniche/Camargue accumulator 
reconditioning, $295. 

Pleiades Automotive Hydraulics 
(Australia) P.O. Box 40, Gayndah, Qld. 4625. 
‘Phone/FAX 07-4161-2512 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good black & white or 
colour prints showing the lines of the carare 
acceptable. ‘Front-on' shots cannot be 
used. For photo return, please include s.a.e. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars 
must, where required by law, quote their 
dealer's licence number and comply with all 
other statutory requirements relating to their 
advertising. 


Martin Bennett, ‘Arcadia’, 177 Old South Road, Yarra via Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. 'Phone/FAX: (02) 4829 7140 
Deadlines: 15th of January, March, May, July, September, November. 
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¢ Hispano-Suiza 
¢ Lagonda 

¢ Bugatti 

° Delage 


wheel discs to your 
Pre-WWII Classic. 

Write, phone or fax 
for full infomation. 


LMARR DISK,LTD 


PO Box 910 Glen Ellen,CA,USA 95442-0910 
Tél: (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 


Ot 


Services 


Interior Trimming carried out to exacting 
standards using authentic Rolls-Royce and 
coachbuilders' materials and methods. 
Repairs or complete replacements. 
McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Complete Interior Woodwork restoration 
and refurbishing. Broken wood and veneer 
repaired. Exacting standards and authentic 
finishes. No over-restoration. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Metai polishing for all models carried out to 
the highest standard. Stainless steel, nickel, 
chromium ail catered for in our workshop. 
McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Travel/Accommodation 


Homestay/Bed & Breakfast, Dandenong 
Ranges, Victoria. Enjoy a restful sojourn at our 
quiet, discrete residence on 1% acres at 
picturesque Ferny Creek and yet be less than 
one hour away from Melbourne CBD. Central 
heating and log fire. Lots of attractions and 
restaurants nearby. $45 pp per night B & B. 
Dinner also available by arrangement Satur- 
day & Sunday, $25 p.p. three courses with 
coffee and mints. Club member Les 
Myghails. For booking or brochure, please 
telephone 03-9755-2197 


COST: Ads are free to non-trade members. 
Non-members are charged $15.00 for a 
non-commercial ad of reasonable length. 
Trade ads accepted at commercial rates. 
Photographs included free of charge to 
members, $15.00 for others. Where 
applicable, cheques made payable to 
R.R.O.C. of Australia must accompany 
advertising copy. Send ads to: 


3534 


Now, the Yanks’ 
Best Kept Secret 
of 30 Years 
Revealed! 


Handler 


INC. 


“Tony 


2028 Cotner Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90025 USA 


Tel. 310-473-7773 


Fax. 310-479-1197 


World's most complete stock of 
used post-war (1946-96) Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley spares. 


Virtually everything on hand, immedi 
-ately available, and at reasonable prices. 


Knowledgeable assistance and 
personal service always. 


* Restoration candidates and drivable RHD 
Rolls-Royce and Beniley cars available. 

° UPS, Alr and Mall Shipmenis Dally. 

¢ Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. 


If you love your 


package at a very competitive price. 


Victoria (03) 9584 7266 


Tasmania (03) 6223 8333 


classic vehicle 
we've got the insurance. 


Shannons Classic Insurance has been insuring 
vintage & veteran vehicle enthusiasts since 
1970 and has developed a great insurance 


Queensland (07) 3892 2776 South Australia (08) 8294 9000 
Country callers Toll Free: 1800 653 996 All States 
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VETERAN VINTAGE & CLASSIC 
VEHICLE INSURANCE 


When it comes to Insurance, 
we'll take as much care of 
your Rolls Royce or Bentley 


...as you do! | 


e Agreed Value 
¢ Competitive Premiums 
e Retention of Wreck 
e Repairer of Your Choice 


Includes NRMA Plus benefits with every policy. 


Coverage Throughout Australia 


1800 646 605 


ARMA Insurance Limited ACN GOO 016 722 
388 George Street Sydney 2000 


@ Agreed value means agreed value. If 
the car is a total loss you will receive 
the full sum insured. 

@ You have the option to choose your 
own repairer. 


@ Lifetime guarantee on repairs. 

@ Inthe event of total loss of the vehicle 
you have an opportunity to purchase, 
depending on the policy. 


@ No blame excess. 
@ Laid up cover for vehicles being 

restored or repaired. | 
@ Free windscreen one per year without | 


€XCess. 


Ring Shannons for a 
free quote today ! 


Insurer: Royal and Sun Alliance Insurance Australia limited ACN 005 297 807 
New South Wales (02) 9460 6344 Northern Territory (08) 8981 3000 


Western Australia (08) 9479 3555 


SHAN 5A 


2-00 3535 


Australia’s No.1 dismantler of Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars. 


Now dismantling for parts: post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars from Mk VI to 
Silver Shadow. Fast Australia-wide despatch of parts. Very reasonable prices. 
Servicing and mechanical repairs. Excellent spare parts service — all models. 

Engine rebuild and cylinder head reconditioning service. 


Wanted: damaged and unwanted Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars for parts. 


Neil McLean Automotives €@& 


Specialising in post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley motor cars 


14 Beaconsfield Avenue, ‘Phone: (08) 9250 1400 
Midvale, Western Australia 6056 FAX: (08) 9250 1404 


We can protect your investment 
in Rolls-Royce and Bentley 


Sydney’s best known and _ most 
experienced Rolls-Royce team are 
committed to provide you with 
personal service and_ professional 
care to protect your investment in 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley - from the 
earliest cars through to current models. 


Call Warrick Booth or Paul Lukes to 
discuss routine maintenance, major 
overhaul - or advice on any aspect of 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 


Messrs APPLEBY AND BOOTH 
AT PARADISE GARAGE 
25 DUNNING AVENUE, ROSEBERY, 
SYDNEY, NSW, 2018 
PH: 02 9313 7866 FAX: 02 9663 2105 


www.paradisegarage.com.au 


CREATE A COMMOTION. 
YET BARELY MAKE A SOUND. 


Own a Rolls-Royce, and its distinctive contours and styling will be sure to create quite a noise; 


open the door, however, and all is calm. 


Silver Cloud 

1965 Silver Cloud II. 2 door Saloon. Black coachwork, Black 
Hide interior, 60,330kms. VDJ652 

Silver Shadow 

1972 Silver Shadow. Silver Chalice coachwork, Dark Blue 
Hide interior. LBD777 

1978 Silver Shadow II. Caribbean Blue coachwork, Beige 
Hide interior, 93,300kms. QKP3 16 

1978 Silver Shadow II. Silver Chalice coachwork, Dark 
Blue Hide interior, 128,000kms. RR486 (N/T) 

Corniche 

1982 Corniche Convertible. Bordeaux coachwork, Beige Hide 
interior, 31,500kms. AFC93U 


Melbourne Rolls-Royce & Bentley 


210 Kings Way, South Melbourne VIC 3025 
Telephone: +61 3 9696 0888 LMCT 8654 


UNION OFFSET CO. PTY. LTD 
20 PIRIE STREET FYSHWICK ACT 2609 (02) 6280 6733 


Sydney Rolls-Royce & Bentley 


46 Neild Avenue, Rushcutters Bay NSW 2011 
Telephone: +61 2 9380 8188 Licence MD 16965 


Silver Sprint 

1981 Silver Sprint. Ocean Blue coachwork, Slate Hide inte- 
rior, 76,000kms. PPS496 

1986 Silver Sprint. Deep Ocean coachwork, Beige Hide 
interior, 169,400kms, AFN38P. 

Silver Spur 

1995 Silver Spur. Silica coachwork, Mushroom Hide interi- 
or, 119,400kms. RR1020 (N/T) 

Rolls-Royce 

1999 Silver Seraph. Fountain Blue coachwork, Cotswold 
Hide interior, 2,700kms. RR77 (N/T) 

1999 Silver Seraph. Royal Blue coachwork, Barley Hide 
interior 1,700kms. RR3309 (N/T) 

1999 Silver Seraph. Black Emerald coachwork, Cotswold 
Hide interior, 200kms. RR888 (N/T) 


Rolls-Royce & Bentley 


United Motors 


21-29 West Terrace, Adelaide SA 5000 
Telephone: +61 8 8212 1000 LMVD 105386 


Print Post Approved PP229219 100048 
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